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Jesus rejected at Nazareth  
Matthew 13:53-58 (ESV) 

 
53 And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, 54 and coming to 

his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, 
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is not this the carpenter's 

son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon 

and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these 
things?” 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without 

honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” 58 And he did not do many mighty 

works there, because of their unbelief. Matthew 13:53-58 
 

Series Intro 

Today is the start of a new teaching series in Matthew’s Gospel. Throughout this series the 

passage preached on each Sunday will also be the passage for Ekids. From our passage each 
week we will be looking at: 

1) how amazing Jesus is, 

2) who is giving Jesus the thumbs up? 
3) and who is giving Jesus the thumbs down? 

 

The passage 
Our passage describes Jesus return home to Nazareth, where he continues teaching. The 

people who have known Jesus all his life are astonished at his teaching (v54). They question 

how this can be the same ordinary Jesus they have seen grow up among them (v54b-56), 

they’re basically saying “Who do you think you are Jesus? We know the real you. You are just 
one of us!”. So, despite his teaching and miracles among them the people’s response is to 

reject Jesus, and they do not believe in him (v57-58). 

 
Setting the scene 

In today’s story Jesus returns home to Nazareth. He has just been visiting places nearby (in 

Galilee) where he has been teaching lots of parables about his Kingdom. When Jesus arrives 
at home he continues to teach people, because that is why he came to earth. The people who 

have known Jesus all his life are really surprised by Jesus teaching. But they do not want to 

believe in him and give him the thumbs down.  

 
Key points: 

 

Jesus is Amazing. Jesus teaching makes the people astonished and amazed. So they are 
left asking “Where did Jesus get all these things?” 

 

The People’s thumbs down. The people give Jesus the thumbs down because they thought 

they knew who Jesus was. So even though Jesus teaching and miracles were so amazing that 
they could not explain them. They still reject him! 

 

Our response: 
Jesus is amazing but some people give him the thumbs down because they think they know 

better. We know Jesus is amazing, most of all because he died for our sins and rose again so 

that we can be his friends forever. So, let us give Jesus the thumbs up because of all he 
has done! 

And let us keep finding out more about Jesus. The people rejected Jesus because they 

thought they knew who he was, that's why we need to make sure we look at the bible (on our 

own or with our families) to find out more about him. Maybe our friends reject Jesus because 
they don't really know who Jesus is?  



Prayer: 
- Thank you, Jesus, that you are amazing, and can do all thing. 

- Thank you for the bible where we can learn all about the good news of Jesus. 

- Please help me to always give Jesus the thumbs up, because of all I know about him 

and what he has done for me! 
 

Activities 

Cut out and colour the emojis. which fit with each of the main things we will be looking at in 
this series. Once coloured in you can bluetac the emojis on top of other fridge magnets as a 

reminder of the teaching. 

 
 

Songs 

‘We are the church’ by Awesome Cutlery - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPEonEoZL5A 
 

‘Super Saviour’ by Colin Buchanan –  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TclGT1utHhE 
 

‘All Through History’ - by Nick & Becky Drake - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQS2HHayr38 
 

 

Colouring sheet + Worksheets (below) 
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