
SERMON NOTES   Matthew 17:14-20 

The shadow of faithlessness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Who is your faith in? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What do you expect from faith? 
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Sunday 23 August 2020 
Welcome to today’s virtual service! 
 

For each person in your home, you’ll need a copy of 
this service sheet, a bible, print outs of the children’s 
sheets (if needed) and your computer or tablet 

connected to Emmanuel’s website. 

 
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER  
Watch the video of Pete’s welcome and intro. 

 
Lets praise our faithful God whose mercies never 

cease.  
 

SONG  
Come people of the risen king 
who delight to bring him praise; 
come all and tune your hearts to sing 
to the Morning Star of grace. 
From the shifting shadows of the earth 

we will lift our eyes to him, 
where steady arms of mercy reach 
to gather children in. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 

One heart, one voice; O church of Christ, rejoice! 
 

Come, those whose joy is morning sun, 
and those weeping through the night; 

come, those who tell of battles won, 
and those struggling in the fight. 
For his perfect love will never change, 
and his mercies never cease, 

but follow us through all our days 
with the certain hope of peace. 
 

Come, young and old from every land - 
men and women of the faith; 
come, those with full or empty hands - 
find the riches of his grace. 

Over all the world, his people sing - 
shore to shore we hear them call 
the truth that cries through every age: 
'our God is all in all!' 
 



BITESIZE  
Church members Colin & Nina reflect on God’s 

faithfulness to them as they look back on 40 years of 

marriage. 
 

 

BIBLE READING – Lamentations 3:22-26 

In the midst of suffering the author of Lamentations 

reminds himself of our unchanging God. 
 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 

    his mercies never come to an end; 

23 they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 

24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 

    “therefore I will hope in him.” 

25 The Lord is good to those who wait for him, 

    to the soul who seeks him. 

26 It is good that one should wait quietly 

    for the salvation of the Lord. 

 

 

We too can rest in God’s faithfulness, even when our 

faith seems weak.  
 

SONG 
When I fear my faith will fail,  
Christ will hold me fast;  
When the tempter would prevail,  
He will hold me fast.  
I could never keep my hold  
Through life’s fearful path;  

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.  
 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so,  
He will hold me fast.  
 

Those He saves are His delight,  
Christ will hold me fast;  
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast.  

He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last;  
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.  
 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast;  
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.  

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast  
‘Till our faith is turned to sight When He comes at last! 
 

 
 

PRAYERS 
Pete & Ruth lead us in our prayers this morning. 
 

 

As we come to look at the bible together, our next 

song reminds us that God’ word is a solid rock on 

which we can stand.  
 

SONG 
From the breaking of the dawn 
to the setting of the sun, 
I will stand on every promise of your word. 
Words of power, strong to save, 
that will never pass away; 

I will stand on every promise of your word. 

For your covenant is sure, 
and on this I am secure: 
I can stand on every promise of your word. 
 

When I stumble and I sin, 
condemnation pressing in, 
I will stand on every promise of your word. 
You are faithful to forgive, 
that in freedom I might live, 

so I stand on every promise of your word. 
Guilt to innocence restored; 
you remember sins no more. 
So I'll stand on every promise of your word. 
 

When I'm faced with anguished choice, 
I will listen to your voice, 
and I'll stand on every promise of your word. 
Through this dark and troubled land, 
you will guide me with your hand 
as I stand on every promise of your word. 

And you've promised to complete 
every work begun in me 
so I'll stand on every promise of your word. 
 

Hope that lifts me from despair; 

love that casts out every fear 

as I stand on every promise of your word. 
Not forsaken, not alone, 
for the Comforter has come. 
And I stand on every promise of your word. 
Grace sufficient, grace for me, 

grace for all who will believe. 
We will stand on every promise of your word. 
 
 
 

[Turn on the bible talk video for the reading and 
bible talk] 
 

BIBLE READING                  
Matthew 17:14-20 
 

BIBLE TALK                                from Paul Jenkins 

The shadow of faithlessness 

 

 
In our closing song we commit to put our faith in 

Jesus, our souls reward.  
 

SONG 
By faith we see the hand of God 
in the light of creation’s grand design, 

in the lives of those who prove His faithfulness, 

who walk by faith and not by sight. 
 

By faith our fathers roamed the earth, 
with the power of His promise in their hearts 

of a holy city built by God’s own hand; 
a place where peace and justice reign. 
 

We will stand as children of the promise. 
We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward, 

till the race is finished and the work is done, 
we’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 
 

By faith the prophets saw a day 

when the longed-for Messiah would appear 
with the power to break the chains of sin and death 
and rise triumphant from the grave. 
 

By faith the church was called to go 

in the power of the Spirit to the lost, 
to deliver captives and to preach good news 
in every corner of the earth. 
 

We will stand… 
 

By faith this mountain shall be moved 
and the power of the gospel shall prevail. 

For we know in Christ all things are possible 
for all who call upon His name. 
 
 

CLOSING PRAYER  
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all forevermore.  Amen 

 
  


