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Jesus Heals a Boy with a Demon 

Matthew 17:14-20 (ESV) 

 
14 And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling 

before him, 15 said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he 
suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. 16 And I 

brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” 17 And Jesus 

answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with 
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 18 And 

Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed 

instantly. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we 
not cast it out?” 20 He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say 

to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this 

mountain, ‘Move from here to there’, and it will move, and nothing will be 

impossible for you.” Matthew 17:14-20 
 

The passage (for parents) 

Our passage follows Jesus first foretelling of his death and resurrection, and the 
transfiguration (Matt 16:21-17:13). These events are important to bear in mind 

to help with understanding this passage. Jesus returns from down the mountain 

(v14) to find a demon-possessed boy who the disciples have not been able to 
heal (v16). Jesus seems to react with impatience towards the crowd (v17) then 

instantly heals the boy the disciples could not help (v18). The story then focuses 

in on Jesus and the disciples private debrief (v19-20). Where Jesus tells them 

that because they lack faith, they cannot do what is only possible with God 
(v20). (Jesus had given the twelve authority to drive out demons in 10:1). 

 

Tricky bits (for parents) 
The demon-possessed boy was “an epileptic”. This can be misleading as the 

original readers would not have known what epilepsy was. He certainly would 

not have been diagnosed as an epileptic, as people are today. Other translations 
are maybe more helpful in saying the boy had “seizures”. 

“Nothing will be impossible” – Jesus can’t be saying you can literally do 

anything! In the account of the Rich young ruler (Matt 19:16-30) Jesus responds 

to the question “Who then can be saved?”: “with man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.” Jesus says the most impossible thing is people 

being saved. So we could read v20 this way: ‘If you have the tiniest faith in 

Jesus death and resurrection the impossible can happen – You can be saved!’ 
 

Retelling the Story (for Children & Young people) 

In today’s story Jesus comes down from the mountain where he finds a crowd of 

people. A man from the crowd knelt before Jesus and asked for Jesus to heal his 
demon-possessed son because the disciples had not been able to help him. The 

boy was brought to Jesus who instantly healed the boy the disciples could not 

help.  
Later on, the disciples asked Jesus why they couldn’t heal the boy. Jesus tells 

them that they did not have enough faith, so they could not help the demon-

possessed boy. 



Key Learning points: 
 

Key learning points Application 

Jesus is amazing. Jesus did what the 

disciples could not do on their own. Not 
even the demon can go against his 

word. Jesus has all power! 

Jesus is amazing he can do all things, 

most amazingly dying and rising from 
the dead for us so that we can be 

friends with God again. Jesus is 

amazing, so we should trust in 
him! 

The disciples trusted themselves. 

The disciples had been given power by 

Jesus to cast out demons (10:1), so 
their failure to do so must mean they 

were not trusting in the power they had 

been given but in themselves. 
 

The disciples did not trust in the power 

that Jesus gave to them. Unlike the 

twelve disciples we do not have 
authority to cast out demons and heal 

every disease and illness (10:1). But 

Jesus has given us the power to live for 
him and to speak about him to others. 

So, we should not trust in ourselves, 

we should only trust in Jesus as we 

live for him. 

 

 

For children who want to take it further… 
 

The disciples didn’t understand Jesus correctly. Jesus appears frustrated at the 

crowds and at his disciples for lacking faith in him. Jesus cannot be saying that 

the disciples do not have enough faith because he says faith the size of a mustard 
seed is enough to do the seemingly impossible.  

In v17 Jesus responds that the crowd are a “faithless and twisted generation”. 

Twisted means they have altered what is true about Jesus. Jesus said that he has 
come to die and rise again, but the crowds and disciples want Jesus to be 

something else. They think his aim is to do miracles or be a great earthly King like 

King David who will free them from the Romans. They have twisted Jesus true 

mission and his call on their lives. Because the disciples don’t understand 
Jesus correctly they cannot have faith in him. 

 

Application: 
 

We must understand Jesus correctly. Jesus mission was to die and on the 

third day rise (Matt 16:21), and he call us to follow his example (Matt 16:24). The 
disciples twisted Jesus true mission and call. We should not twist the truth but 

have faith in Jesus death and resurrection for us. Only with this faith can we do 

the seemingly impossible – be forgiven our sins and be friends with God! 
 
Prayer (for everyone): 

- Thank you, Jesus, that you are amazing, that nothing is impossible for you. 

- Please help me to trust in you and not in my own power. 

- Thank you for the bible which shows me Jesus real mission and how he 
wants me to live. 

- Please help me always to trust that Jesus dead and rose again for me so I 

can be friends with you again!   
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Colour in the picture and think about what you have learnt about Jesus from the 

Matthew series. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ldsprimaryprintables.blogspot.com/ 

http://ldsprimaryprintables.blogspot.com/

