
 

E-Kids: At home with your family 16th August 2020 

Matthew 17: 1-13 (Good News Translation) 

Welcome, if you have joined in with our virtual church services since lockdown 

it’s lovely to have you with us. Up until this point we have been able to put all 

activities on the website, however there are activities we would like to use that 

we cannot for copyright reasons put on our website. 
If you would like to receive these activities, we can send them to you via email 

at the following address. 
toni.davies@bramcote.church 

The Transfiguration 

17 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter and the brothers James and John and led them 

up a high mountain where they were alone. 2 As they looked on, a change came over Jesus: 

his face was shining like the sun, and his clothes were dazzling white. 3 Then the three 

disciples saw Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus. 4 So Peter spoke up and said to Jesus, 

“Lord, how good it is that we are here! If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, 

one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

5 While he was talking, a shining cloud came over them, and a voice from the cloud said, 

“This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased—listen to him!” 

6 When the disciples heard the voice, they were so terrified that they threw themselves face 

downward on the ground. 7 Jesus came to them and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don't 

be afraid!” 8 So they looked up and saw no one there but Jesus. 

9 As they came down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Don't tell anyone about this vision 

you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from death.” 

10 Then the disciples asked Jesus, “Why do the teachers of the Law say that Elijah has to come 

first?” 

11 “Elijah is indeed coming first,” answered Jesus, “and he will get everything ready. 12 But I 

tell you that Elijah has already come and people did not recognize him, but treated him just 

as they pleased. In the same way they will also mistreat the Son of Man.” 

13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist. 

Intro: 

Last week we heard Jesus tell his disciples that He is the Messiah. In this 

passage, Jesus proves to us that He really is the Messiah, the king that God had 
promised to send. He also tells the disciples once more that he is going to die 
and rise again, because they didn’t listen to Him the first time.  

 

 



Retelling the story: 

Vs. 1-8: 

It was quite uncommon for Jesus to allow Peter, James and John to experience 
things the other disciples didn’t, but this time He did, and probably as an 

encouragement to them. They get the chance to see what Jesus will look like in 
the end, even though he’s going to die. As they were going up the mountain, 
Jesus’ face shone like the sun and his clothes turned brilliant white. In the Bible, 

dazzling white clothing is associated with heavenly beings, and in the Old 
Testament, Moses’ face shone so brightly when he had met with God that he 
needed to use a veil to cover it (Exodus 34:30, 33-35). 

     Moses and Elijah’s appearance is important too. Moses was the one who was 
given the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai, and with whom God made a 
covenant with his people. Elijah was a prophet for God’s people and was 

expected to come again to prepare the way for God’s promised king. Together 
they represent the whole of the Old Testament promises of a new covenant for 
God’s people and his coming kingdom. 

     When Moses and Elijah appear, Peter seems to lose his focus on Jesus as he 

starts fussing about preparing tents for the latest guests. He had lost his sight 
on who Jesus really was, despite being told several times in the past week! But 

God - the most powerful one, who can be trusted entirely - speaks, and says 
without a doubt that Jesus is God’s son and must be listened to.   

Vs. 8-13 (For Boulders): 

As Jesus comes down the mountain, He tells His disciples again that He will die 
and be raised to life, and yet they don’t seem to understand and are distracted 

by another question. They had been told by another prophet that Elijah would 
come again to prepare the way for the Messiah, but they had not understood 

that He was talking about John the Baptist. Similarly to Elijah, John the Baptist 
was given the task to call God’s people to turn back to God, and wore similar 
clothes too!  

     Jesus refers to himself as ‘the Son of Man’, the one who in Daniel 7:13-14 is 

given ultimate power, authority and an everlasting kingdom. It was difficult for 
the disciples to understand how this could be true if he was going to die – it’s 
not normally what kings do before they rule! It shows us that they still hadn’t 

listened to what Jesus was telling them, and they didn’t really understand fully 
until after Jesus’ resurrection!  

In the passage we see: 

a. How amazing Jesus is 👏  

The passage gives us a glimpse of how Jesus is in heaven, right now. He is so 

holy that His face is shining like the sun! We are also told by God the Father that 

Jesus is His son, which shows us just how powerful He is. We also see Jesus’ 

love and compassion as He comforts the disciples who are scared by what they 

have seen. 

We can praise God for Jesus’s power and holiness, as well as His great love for 

His people, for us!  



 

b. The disciples giving Jesus a thumbs down 👎 

In the passage we can see that the disciples still haven’t understood that Jesus 

is the Messiah, and that He is going to die and rise again, despite being told 

several times. God commands us to listen to what Jesus has to say, but if we 

ignore Him, we are giving Him a thumbs down too.  

b. How we can give Jesus a thumbs up 👍  

If we are giving Jesus a thumbs down when we ignore Him, then the way to give 

Him a thumbs up is by listening to Him! Jesus shows us in the Bible how to live 

for God, so when we listen to Him and follow His example we are doing what 

God wants us to do. 

Some questions to help you think about the passage: 

1. Why should we listen to Jesus? 

2. How do we listen to Jesus? 

3. What can get in the way of listening to Jesus?    

Prayer: 

Thank God for how amazing Jesus is, and for His great love for us.                                                           

Ask Him to show us more of Jesus’ character and how we can follow Him.                               

Ask Him to help us to listen to Jesus, especially when we feel like ignoring Him.                                                             

Activity: 

1. Colour in the picture of Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain. Remember 

Jesus’ clothes are dazzling white and his face is shining like the sun! 

2. Cut out the outline of the cloud 

3. Stick the very top part of the cloud at the top of the picture you just 

coloured in, so that the whole cloud covers Jesus, Moses and Elijah. 

4. Now you can lift up the cloud to see Jesus! 

 

“This is my own dear 

Son, with whom I am 

pleased - listen to him!” 

Matthew 17: 5 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


