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God keeps his promises to his people 
Genesis 8:20 – 9:17 (ESV) 

 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some 

of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the LORD 

smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse the 

ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither 

will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 22 While the earth 

remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall 

not cease.” 
1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth 

and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all 

the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives 

shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4 But 

you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 And for your lifeblood I will require 

a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will 

require a reckoning for the life of man. 
6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, 

by man shall his blood be shed, 

for God made man in his own image. 
7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.” 
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant 

with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, 

the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of 

the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never 

again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a 

flood to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 

make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 

generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 

the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to 

Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh 

that is on the earth.” Genesis 8:20 - 9:17 

 
Introduction (for parents) 
This week continuing in the story of Noah we are focusing on God’s covenant to 

Noah. A covenant in the bible is a binding agreement between two people or 
parties. Though using “promise” instead is fine for our children.  

 
Retelling the Story (for Children & Young people) 
Last week we heard how God judged people’s sin with a worldwide flood. Only 

Noah, his family and the animals on the ark were saved from it. This week the 
waters have flowed away, and they all get out of the ark onto dry ground.  

Noah gets out of the ark and praises God for saving him and his family from his 
judgement! Then God makes some promises to Noah and the rest of mankind. 

God says he will never again send flood to destroy the earth. God says he will 



keep the earth going with it’s days and nights and seasons. Then God sends a 
rainbow as a ‘sign’ or reminder to all people that he keeps his promises. 

 
What should we learn from God’s word? 

 
God keeps his promises to his people. 
The command God gives to Noah in chapter 9 (9:1, 9:7) are similar to the 

command he gave to Adam and Eve: “be fruitful and multiply”. Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God and people became so sinful that God had to flood and destroy 

the whole earth. It would be easy to think God had given up on his promise to 
Adam and his people. But God gives Noah the same command as he did to Adam 
and Eve before things went wrong. In other words, God says: “I always keep my 

promises to my people”. Thank God that despite our sin he keeps his 
promise to save us. 

 
Next time you see a rainbow what should it remind you of? 
 

For children who want to take it further… 
Read 8:22, God promises to keep the earth going (preserve)… 

 
But has the problem of sin in people’s hearts been totally sorted out? (see 8:21) 

 
No! The problem of sin in people’s hearts has not been sorted out, “the intention 
of man’s heart is [still] evil”. 

So, God is mercifully keeping the earth going, has promised never again to destroy 
the earth with a flood, but our sin problem is not sorted out.  

 
Has something gone wrong in God’s plan? 
 

No! God’s plan for salvation has just not been completed yet! God keeps the world 
going because he plans to send a saviour who will finally sort out our sin problem.  

 
Who might that be?! (Jesus) 
 

Prayer (for everyone): 

- Thank God that he keeps his promise to save us! 
- Ask God to help you remember God keeps his promise to rescue every day. 
- Thank God for not giving up on us, but instead sending Jesus to save us! 

 
Activities: 

On the next page there is a colouring sheet. 

For younger children (pebbles & rocks) see the page following the colouring for 

an epic activity! 

For older children (boulders and riprap) there are three worksheets attached! 

Children are welcome to do one, two or all three!  

  



 

 

  

  



NOAH’S ARK CRAFT INSTRUCTIONS 

Video instructions: 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/90283167520696328/  

1. First take each colour of ribbon and cut into pieces. 

2. Then grab a paper plate, draw a line down the center of the plate to separate 

the rain side from the rainbow side. 

3. Take the glue and put some along the border of one side of the plate. Glue 

red pieces of ribbon along the edge of the plate.  

4. Then glue orange pieces a little further into the center of the plate. Proceed 

with all the colors of the rainbow. Make sure all edges are sealed down so the 

plate can turn without getting stuck. 

5. Now print the Noah’s Ark template on the next page. Colour the two clouds 

without the dashed line grey and the heart red. Cut out all the template pieces. 

Also cut down the dashed line on two of the clouds. 

6. Then take the 4 cloud pieces (the half cloud shapes) and glue them to the 

bottom of the rainbow. Make sure they are above the line separating the two 

halves. 

7. Next turn the plate so the rainbow is on the bottom, this blank half will have 

the rain. 

8. Glue the two gray clouds toward the top of the plate. Then glue a bunch of 

the blue ribbon pieces for the rain.  

9. Now take the other plate and cut an ark shape. You’ll want to cut the sides to 

be an even line with half the plate, the ‘house’ part on the top can be any size. 

10. Next take pieces of brown ribbon and stick onto the ark shaped plate. 

11. Take the heart and glue it to the ark. 

12. Put a split pin through the middle of both plates and you’re done! 

What it should look 

like at the end! 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/90283167520696328/


 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 


