
EKids at home with your family:  Sunday 14th Feb 2021 
 

The King's Friends. Mark 2:13-17 
What you will need today:  

•A bible, Colouring pencils, The activity sheets, Some card.  

 

The Big Idea: Jesus calls Levi, a despised tax collector, to follow him and shows the Pharisees 

that God's grace, forgiveness and kingdom are for anyone who knows they need it!  

 

Aim: To see that we are all sinners who need Jesus. Jesus came to call those who know they're 

not good enough to follow him, he is calling us too! 
 

The story so far…       

In Ekids this term we’ve seen that Jesus is God’s special Son come to save us. He has shown this through 

teaching people about God’s kingdom, doing some amazing miracles and last week he did something even 

more incredible- he forgave someone’s sins- something only God can do!  

The people who met Jesus were really starting to see that he was God’s special king. But in our passage today, 

we’re going to find that once again he surprises us- he doesn’t spend time with the sort of people we’d expect 

a king to make friends with, instead, he makes friends with sinners! But why??? Let’s find out! 

For something different, you can watch an animated version of the passage here: 

https://youtu.be/pBnkNXHu7HA (Wild stories about Jesus - Mark 2:13-17)  

 

The Passage:  Mark 2: 13-17 (NIV) 
3 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach 

them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow 

me,’ Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 
 
15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with 

him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the law who 

were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: ‘Why 

does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ 
 
17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but those who are ill. 

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.’ 

 

Things to highlight: 

• It is a surprise that Jesus, God’s special king would hang out with tax collectors and sinners! It’s as mad as 

if the queen invited some known thieves round for afternoon tea! 

• Verse 17 is key- Jesus has come for anyone who knows they need him, and this invite is open to us too! 

A note on Tax collectors: (From Ed Drew’s “Meals with Jesus”) “Levi was a tax collector: a Jew working for the Roman 
Empire. The Roman Empire had invaded the Jewish country, had made life harder for the Jewish people, and had killed 
some of Levi’s own people. So the Jewish people hated the Roman Empire for taking away their freedom. This meant 
that Levi and other tax collectors were hated traitors. They were collecting money from their own people to give to the 
Roman Empire; that money paid for the hated Roman soldiers to stay in their country! It gets even worse. The tax 
collectors could charge whatever they liked. So if Levi’s Jewish neighbour owed two denarii, he could charge them three 
or four denarii and keep the extra money. Tax collectors got rich by stealing money from their own people. And if 
anyone argued, the Roman soldiers were on hand. Can you imagine how much the Jewish people hated Levi and the 
other tax collectors? And Yet, Jesus chose Levi! No one else chose to even talk to Levi. But Jesus went back to Levi’s for 
a party. Why? Did Jesus know what Levi had done?”  
Of course! And through this encounter Jesus shows us that no one is too bad to be friends with Jesus, because he has 
come to save sinners.  

 

https://youtu.be/pBnkNXHu7HA


Pebbles and Rocks: 

Introduction Idea: what sorts of people do you think a king or queen would choose to have as their 

friends? Why?  

Retelling the passage and explaining it: 

You can watch an animated version of the passage here: https://youtu.be/pBnkNXHu7HA (Wild stories 

about Jesus - Mark 2:13-17) 

 

in our bible story today, Jesus walks past a tax collector called Levi who was sitting in his tax booth. Tax 

collectors were known for being bad people in Jesus’ day- they collected money for the roman emperor, but 

would often take more money from people than needed, so that they could keep some for themselves! What 

a surprise it was then when Jesus said to Levi “come, follow me!”. 

Later that day, Jesus went to Levi’s house for dinner. Many other people like Levi- tax collectors and “sinners” 

were there too.  

The Pharisees were shocked when they saw Jesus spending time with these people- they were not the kind of 

people a “good” and “godly” person should be hanging around with. They asked themselves “why does Jesus 

eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  

Jesus told them “people don’t go to the doctor if they think they’re well, it’s people who know they’re poorly 

that go see the doctor. I have not come to call people who think they’re already good in God’s eyes, I have 

come to call people who know that they are sinners!” 

Jesus our King offers his love and friendship to anyone, no matter how bad they are. It is the people 

who know that they need forgiveness that he forgives.  

It’s a heart problem, that only Jesus can fix. 

There are two different responses to Jesus in this passage 

1) The Pharisees- thought that they were friends with God or “righteous” (Right-with-God) so they didn’t 

think they needed Jesus. But actually, they were sinners who were not friends with God. They had poorly 

hearts that had turned away from God. They needed Jesus to heal them and forgive them so that they 

could be friends with God. 

2) The sinners and tax collectors- knew that they were not God’s friends and were not right with God. They 

knew that they needed Jesus. They knew that they had poorly hearts that had turned away from God, but 

they went to Jesus to be made well, to be forgiven and to become his friends.  

Both groups of people were in fact not right with God and needed Jesus to heal their broken hearts, 

without Dr Jesus they can’t get right with God on their own! But only the sinners and tax collectors 

went to Dr Jesus to be made well.  

Jesus has come to save anyone who knows that they need him, no matter who they are or what they’ve 

done. He’s come to offer us a friendship like no other. So, do we know that we need him?  

Activities:  

• Cut out stethoscope craft and heart to paly doctors with. (you can mount onto card to make it less 

flimsy. (see below)  

• Or DIY stethoscope craft: make a stethoscope using a headband, button and ribbon (see below)  

• TnT colouring booklet, and colouring sheet     

*Contact helen.hawley@bramcote.church for the TnT activity sheets if you are accessing these resources from 

the website. * 

https://youtu.be/pBnkNXHu7HA
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_(symbol)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_(symbol)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Bounders and Rip Rap: 

Think about: we tend to choose our friends based on how nice they are and how much we like 

them, but in our passage today, Jesus chooses and unlikely set of friends for a king. Why?  

Read the passage: 

The Passage:  Mark 2: 13-17 (NIV) 
3 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach 

them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow 

me,’ Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 

15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with 

him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the law who 

were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: ‘Why 

does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ 

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but those who are ill. 

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.’ 

It seems that Jesus isn’t like us- he doesn’t choose his friends based on how great they are but 

based on how great he is! He offers the free gift of forgiveness to anyone who realises that they 

need forgiving! And there’s more! Being forgiven means that we can now be friends with God- yes, 

friends with the King of the universe! All for free!  This is what we call grace!  

Work sheets:   Use the Tnt worksheets to help you explore this passage further. (C) Boulders, (D) 

RipRap 

It’s a heart problem, that only Jesus can fix. 

There are two different responses to Jesus in this passage 

3) The Pharisees- thought that they were friends with God or “righteous” (Right-with-God) so they didn’t 

think they needed Jesus. But actually, they were sinners who were not friends with God. They had poorly 

hearts that had turned away from God. They needed Jesus to heal them and forgive them so that they 

could be friends with God. 

4) The sinners and tax collectors- knew that they were not God’s friends and were not right with God. They 

knew that they needed Jesus. They knew that they had poorly hearts that had turned away from God, but 

they went to Jesus to be made well, to be forgiven and to become his friends.  

Both groups of people were in fact not right with God and needed Jesus to heal their broken hearts, 

without Dr Jesus they can’t get right with God on their own! But only the sinners and tax collectors 

went to Dr Jesus to be made well.  

Jesus has come to save anyone who knows that they need him, no matter who they are or what they’ve 

done. He’s come to offer us a friendship like no other. So, do we know that we need him?  

Activities  

• TnT worksheets C) Boulders, (D) RipRap 

• Valentines card activity. (see below)  

*Contact helen.hawley@bramcote.church for the TnT activity sheets if you are accessing these resources from 

the website. * 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_(symbol)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_(symbol)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Valentines card activity: Boulders and RipRap 

 

Today we’ve been thinking about how 

Jesus is like a heart surgeon – we go to 

him with broken hearts that have 

turned away from God and he heals us 

and offers us an everlasting friendship 

with the king of the universe!  

You might want to do this activity to 

help you reflect on God’s great love for 

you, and to express your love and 

thanks to him.  

 

So it’s simple- make a valentines card and decorate it how you like. (you can write a letter if 

you’d prefer)  

Inside you can either:  

1) Address it to Jesus and thank him for his love for you, below are some prompts to 

help you think of what to write about 

or 

2) Address it to yourself and write down all the promises and declarations of love that 

God has made to you in the bible.  

 

 

Things you can include:  

• Promises that God has made to you in the bible 

• Things God has done for you 

• How you feel about Jesus 

• What you’re thankful for 

• Why you feel you need Jesus 

  



colour in and cut out the heart and stethoscope to play doctors!  

“It is not the healthy who need a 

doctor, but those who are ill. I have 

not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners” 

Mark 2:17 

 



DIY make your own stethoscope craft. 

What you will need:  

• A hair band or some pipe cleaners  

• Some ribbon 

• A big button, or a piece of card 

• Stapler (get adults to use this) or glue dots 

 

1) Attach the ribbon to the middle of the hairband (if you’re using pipe cleaners you will first 

need to bend them into a “U” shape) you can either tie the ribbon or carefully staple it 

2) Attach a big button, or a circular piece of card to the other end of the ribbon.  

3) Cut out the heart 

4) Enjoy playing! 

 

“It is not the healthy who need a 

doctor, but those who are ill. I have 

not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners” 

Mark 2:17 

 


