
 pg. 1 

Kids at home with your family: 20th June 2021 

Acts 4:32-5:16 

The Big Idea: Those in the early church shared everything. Ananias and Sapphira lied to Peter to 

appear more generous than they were. They are judged and die. 

Aim: To see that God really cares about sin and about his church family being truthful with each other. 
He knows our hearts. We want to share our whole lives with our church family, so this will mean that 
we do not lie or pretend to be better than we are. 

 

the passage: Acts 4:32- 5:16 (ICB)  

32 The group of believers were joined in their hearts, and they had the same spirit. No person in the 

group said that the things he had were his own. Instead, they shared everything. 33 With great 

power the apostles were telling people that the Lord Jesus was truly raised from death. And God 

blessed all the believers very much. 34 They all received the things they needed. Everyone that 

owned fields or houses sold them. They brought the money 35 and gave it to the apostles. Then 

each person was given the things he needed. 

36 One of the believers was named Joseph. The apostles called him Barnabas. (This name means 

“one who encourages.”) He was a Levite, born in Cyprus. 37 Joseph owned a field. He sold it, 

brought the money, and gave it to the apostles. 

5 A man named Ananias and his wife Sapphira sold some land. 2 But he gave only part of the 

money to the apostles. He secretly kept some of it for himself. His wife knew about this, and she 

agreed to it. 3 Peter said, “Ananias, why did you let Satan rule your heart? You lied to the Holy 

Spirit. Why did you keep part of the money you received for the land for yourself? 4 Before you 

sold the land, it belonged to you. And even after you sold it, you could have used the money any 

way you wanted. Why did you think of doing this? You lied to God, not to men!” 5-6 When Ananias 

heard this, he fell down and died. Some young men came in, wrapped up his body, carried it out, 

and buried it. And everyone who heard about this was filled with fear. 

7 About three hours later his wife came in. She did not know what had happened. 8 Peter said to 

her, “Tell me how much money you got for your field. Was it this much?” 

Sapphira answered, “Yes, that was the price.” 

9 Peter said to her, “Why did you and your husband agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The 

men who buried your husband are at the door! They will carry you out.” 10 At that moment 

Sapphira fell down by his feet and died. The young men came in and saw that she was dead. They 

carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 The whole church and all the others who 

heard about these things were filled with fear. 

12 The apostles did many signs and miracles among the people. And they would all meet together 

on Solomon’s Porch. 13 None of the others dared to stand with them. All the people were saying 

good things about them. 14 More and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added 

to the group of believers. 15 As Peter was passing by, the people brought their sick into the streets. 

They put their sick on beds and mats so at least Peter’s shadow might fall on them. 16 Crowds 

came from all the towns around Jerusalem. They brought their sick and those who were bothered 

by evil spirits. All of them were healed. 
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Notes for Parents:  
 
The key verse to understanding and unlocking this passage is 4: 32- the believers were of one heart 
and Spirit (other versions say mind/soul). Sadly Ananias and Sapphira had something else in their 
hearts (v3). 
 
It is important to note that the giving here was not compulsory. Joseph is held up as a model of 
generosity and what it looks like to consider others needs (see Philippians 2). He was a great 
encouragement to others. The problem with Ananias’ and Saphirra’s actions was not the withholding 
of money- It belonged to them and they were free to do with it as they wished (v4) it was the fact that 
they attempted to deceive the family of believers into thinking that they had given everything when 
in fact they hadn’t. In doing so, they were actually lying to God. This passage shows us that there is no 
place for hypocrisy in the family of Christ, and we do need to seek to be truthful with our brothers 
and sisters in faith.  
 
As Christians we know that Satan exists and has spent all of human history trying to pull people away from 
having a relationship with the one true, life giving God. In the book of Acts, it is no surprise that we see him 
up to his usual tricks as he tries to destroy the early church. He has three different strategies that are 
displayed in Acts: 1) attacks from outside- persecution 2) Attacks from within- undermining the 
Apostles/disputes and rebellion, and 3) distraction.  
 
Over the last couple of weeks we have seen how the church was attacked from the outside- the religious 
leaders made threats and arrested Peter and John. The response of the believers was to ask the Holy Spirit 
to make them even bolder.  
 
This week, we see how the church is attacked from within as Satan gets into the hearts of some of the 
believers. Todays Passage is very sad, and can be quite upsetting, so if you are studying this as a family do 
take the time to ask your children how they feel about the passage. They may feel shocked, upset or 
confused (as I am sure many adults do when they read this passage too!). it is important to remind them 
that what happens here is not something that they should expect to happen to them (Fortunately God is 
gracious and does not strike us down whenever we lie!) but that Ananias and Sapphira served as a warning 
to the young church of believers and also as a sign of how seriously God does take sin. Finally, it points 
forward to the New Church and New Creation- where God will judge sin and eradicate it.  
 
The believers responded with “great fear” in verse 11. It is important that we think about the wrong and 
right type of fear when we consider responding to this passage – the wrong fear to feel from this passage 
would be to think that we cannot approach our awesome, scary God who deals with sin so harshly and feel 
that we should hide from him- it is true that God does take sin very seriously, but because of the work of 
Jesus, we can approach the Father about our sins and know that we will be forgiven and receive mercy 
because of his Son. The right fear response is to feel awe and wonder at how great and mighty God really 
is, and at how serious sin is- to view our own sin as he does, and to approach him in reverence and thanks.  
 
The outworking of this passage should lead to grief firstly- at the 
state of our own hearts and the way we treat others in our church 
family, followed by confession for our own sins but finally end in 
hope and joy- that God will make his church beautiful one day and 
destroy sin and death for good.                                                                                                                                
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Pebbles story retelling:  

The church in Jerusalem grew bigger and bigger every day. People heard about Jesus and 

then told other people. Soon hundreds and hundreds and even thousands of people decided 

to follow Jesus and were baptised. 

There were many different kinds of people in the church. Some were poor and some were 

rich. But everyone shared what they had so that no one would be hungry or not have a place 

to live. One good man, named Joseph, owned a field and had a good idea. He sold the field 

and took all the money he earned to the apostles. The apostles shared the money with those 

who needed it. Everyone was happy to share what they had. 

Everyone, that is, except a man, Ananias, and his wife, Sapphira. They wanted people to think 

they were really generous like Joseph but, in their hearts, they didn’t want to share as much 

as Joseph did. So people thought Ananias and Sapphira were sharing but God knew what 

they were thinking in their hearts. Ananias and Sapphira owned some property just like 

Joseph did. They decided to sell it and give the money to the apostles like Joseph had done. 

The apostles could share the money with those in need and everyone would see how 

generous they were. But Ananias and Sapphira didn’t want to give ALL the money to the 

apostles. They wanted to keep some to themselves. 

So Ananias made a plan. They would tell everyone that they were giving ALL the money to the 

apostles but, really, they would secretly keep some back for themselves. They thought they 

could tell this lie and no one would ever find out. So Ananias hid some of the money and took 

the rest to the apostles. He told them, “My wife and I sold our property and here is all the 

money. You can give to people who need it.” 

The apostles were wise men and, with God’s help, figured out the lie. The apostle named 

Peter said, “Ananias, you could have kept that money and no one would have thought you 

were bad. But you didn’t just keep the money. You decided to tell a lie about it in front of all 

of these people. 

But you haven’t just lied to all these people. You have lied to God. You have lied to the Holy 

Spirit. 

Right after Peter said this everyone was shocked to see Ananias fall down and die. This was 

very serious! 

About three hours later Sapphira came to the same place. No one had told her about Ananias 

so she did not know what had happened earlier. 

Peter asked Sapphira, “Your husband gave us the money from the property you both sold. He 

said that this is all the money. Is that the truth? Is this all the money?” Sapphira thought 

everyone still believed the lie so she said, “Yes the amount Ananias said is correct. It is all the 

money.” 

Peter said, “Sapphira, you have lied to God and to the Holy Spirit just like your husband did. It 

is a very serious thing to lie to God!” 

And everyone was shocked again when Sapphira fell down and died just like her husband did. 

Sapphira was taken out and buried by her husband. 

They news spread to everyone. The Christians had learned an important lesson. They knew 

that lying was very serious to God and that they should always tell the truth. 
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Pebbles: 

Use the story page (p3) or the retelling of the story (p4) to tell todays passage.  

 

Prayer: Dear God, I am sorry that I don’t take sin as seriously as you do. Thank you for 

caring that your people are honest and live how you want them to. Thank you that 

because of Jesus, I am able to say sorry for the times that I lie or pretend to be better than I am. Thank you 

that you forgive me and want me to come to you. please help our church to be a place where we are all 

honest with each other. Thank you that one day you will make sin disappear for good. Amen  

 

Activities:  

• acts scrap book 

• colouring sheets 

• TnT Jigsaw Puzzle 

 

Rocks, Boulders and Rip Rap: 

Read the passage. 
 

1. What was the church like when it first started? (verse32-35) 

2. Who set and great example of loving his neighbour and what did he do? (verses36&37) 

3. In contrast, what did Ananias and Sapphira do?  

4. Peter makes it clear that A&S were allowed to do what they wanted to do with their money- 

after all, it belonged to them! The problem wasn’t that they didn’t give all their money, the 

problem was that they pretended to! They were lying about how generous they were being. 

Why do you think this was a problem that needed sorting out for the early church? 

5. Who was ultimately behind the lies? (v3) 

What God does next seems kind of harsh and pretty scary! They both die for what they have 

done…. Just to be clear, this isn’t what he will do whenever anyone lies, it is to show us and the 

early church how serious sin is, and how strongly God feels about his family lying to one 

another.  

6. Why is it ultimately a good thing that God cares about sin and his people lying to each 

other? 

7. How would you have felt to have seen this happen to Ananias and Sapphira? 

8. A&S were trying to look really good in front of everyone else by pretending to be more 

generous than they actually were. We can do this sort of thing today too, we can pretend to 

be kinder, more generous, cleverer, better friends with God, more good than we really are 

and all sorts…. how can these kind of lies be damaging to our church family? 
 

Prayer time: Spend some time thanking God for this passage and asking him to help our church 

family be a truth loving one. Say sorry to him for the times you have lied, or pretended to be a 

“better Christian” than you are. Remind yourself that Jesus died for you so that you can be honest 

with God about the times you mess up, knowing that he loves you as his precious child.  
 

Use the TnT work sheets to help you explore the passage further.  
 

Activities:  

• TnT worksheets 

• Acts scrap book 

• Colouring sheets 

• Word search (easier 

rocks, harder 

boulders/riprap) 

• Cross word 

• Play two truths and a 

lie as a family or cheat
 

*Contact helen.hawley@bramcote.church for the TnT activity sheets if you are accessing these resources from the website. * 
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Acts Scrap book Activity 
As we’re spending the next several weeks in the book of Acts, you might want to think about making a scrap book to 

record what you learn about Acts and to store your activities in.  

Why don’t you begin by attaching a couple of sheets of paper/card together and design your front cover? You can 

then write the title of this week’s pasage and any words or notes that stand out to you.   

Tip- use a hole punch and join your pages together with ribbon so you can keep adding more pages each week!  

 

 

This week:  

Cut out the following pictures and 
stick them on a page in your scrap book.  
try to explain the story in your own 

words.  
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ibleFunforKids.com 
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Easier word search 
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harder word search  
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family games  
 

two truths and a lie:  

as simple as it sounds, take turns telling two truths about yourself and one lie, the rest of the family must see if they 

can guess the lie.  

 

 

Cheat (need a pack of cards)  

deal out all the cards to the players. 

 

The aim of this game is to get rid of all your cards. 

 

On the table is a discard pile, which starts empty. 

 

A turn consists of getting rid of one or more cards face down on the pile, and calling out their rank. 

 

The first player must discard Aces, the second player discards Twos, the next player Threes, and so on. 

  

After Tens come Jacks, then Queens, then Kings, then back to Aces, etc. 

 

Since the cards are discarded face down, you do not in fact have to play the rank you are calling. 

 

For example if it is your turn to discard Sevens, you may actually discard any card or mixture of cards; in particular, 

if you don't have any Sevens you will be forced to play some other card or cards. 

  

Any player who suspects that the card discarded by a player do not match the rank called can challenge the play by 

calling "Cheat!" 

 

Then the cards played by the challenged player are exposed and one of two things happens: 

 

1. If they are all of the rank that was called, the challenge is false, 

and the challenger must pick up the whole discard pile 

 

2. If any of the played cards is different from the called rank, the 

challenge is correct, and the person who played the cards must 

pick up the whole discard pile. 

 

After the challenge is resolved, play continues in normal 

rotation: the player to the left of the one who was challenged 

plays and calls the next rank in sequence. 

 

The first player to get rid of all their cards and survive any 

challenge resulting from their final play wins the game. 


