
E-kids activities  

Sunday 4th July 2021 

Matthew 20:1-16 (Good News Translation) 

The Workers in the Vineyard 

20 “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. Once there was a man who went out early in the 

morning to hire some men to work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them the regular wage, 

a silver coin a day, and sent them to work in his vineyard. 3 He went out again to the 

marketplace at nine o'clock and saw some men standing there doing nothing, 4 so he told 

them, ‘You also go and work in the vineyard, and I will pay you a fair wage.’ 5 So they went. 

Then at twelve o'clock and again at three o'clock he did the same thing. 6 It was nearly five 

o'clock when he went to the marketplace and saw some other men still standing there. ‘Why 

are you wasting the whole day here doing nothing?’ he asked them. 7 ‘No one hired us,’ they 

answered. ‘Well, then, you go and work in the vineyard,’ he told them. 

8 “When evening came, the owner told his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their 

wages, starting with those who were hired last and ending with those who were hired 

first.’ 9 The men who had begun to work at five o'clock were paid a silver coin each. 10 So when 

the men who were the first to be hired came to be paid, they thought they would get more; 

but they too were given a silver coin each. 11 They took their money and started grumbling 

against the employer. 12 ‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, 

‘while we put up with a whole day's work in the hot sun—yet you paid them the same as you 

paid us!’ 13 ‘Listen, friend,’ the owner answered one of them, ‘I have not cheated you. After all, 

you agreed to do a day's work for one silver coin. 14 Now take your pay and go home. I want to 

give this man who was hired last as much as I gave you. 15 Don't I have the right to do as I wish 

with my own money? Or are you jealous because I am generous?’” 

16 And Jesus concluded, “So those who are last will be first, and those who are first will be 

last.” 

 

 

In Chapter 19 Peter asked Jesus two questions: “who can be saved?” and “we have left 

everything and followed you. What will we have?” Jesus said that those who follow him 

will be rewarded in heaven, but God will decide on this reward. He told this story to 

explain to Peter that salvation is a gift from God, and that many who now are first will 

be last, and many who now are last will be first. 

 



Understanding the passage… 

Jesus told this story to help his disciples understand that no one can earn their salvation. Grace 

is a free gift that we don’t deserve! Jesus knew that the disciples might feel proud and that 

they deserved a bigger reward than other Christians. But God’s view of fairness isn’t the same 

as ours – he offers his grace to everyone equally. The first workers in the story look at 

themselves and what they think they deserve compared to others, but the vineyard owner is 

equally generous to all the workers.  

Jesus reminds us that we don’t always need to be the first, or the hardest working, or the best 

in other people’s opinions. We might go to church our whole lives, or we might learn about 

Jesus when we are 99. Jesus offers forgiveness to all equally.  

The bible says the punishment for sin is separation from God, and everyone deserves that. If 

we got what we really deserved for our sin, we could not be friends with God. Nothing we can 

do can get rid of our sins – we have to rely on God’s grace, which he gives freely to everyone. 

 

How should we respond…? Talk to God… 

   Thank you God for your amazing free gift of grace! 

         We realise we don’t deserve it because of anything we have done. 

 Please help us to show love for others by sharing your grace with them. 

 

Activities 

• Activity sheet 

• Colouring  

• Wordsearch 

• Memory verse colouring 

• Question sheet 

 

If you need any further information about the children’s work at Emmanuel, contact: 

helen.hawley@bramcote.church 

 

mailto:helen.hawley@bramcote.church


 

  



  

 

 

  



Activity Sheet 
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 is this how you would feel if you had the smaller 

cake? What if you had the bigger piece?                                 

Would you still say, “it’s not fair”?! Maybe not! 

God’s grace is not fair – we don’t deserve to be his 

friends because we all do wrong things. But God 

forgives us so we can be his friends. Thank you God!  

Start 

finish 

it’s not 

fair! 
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Boulders / Riprap questions 

1. What time did the man hire the first workers for his vineyard? ______________ 

 

2. What did he agree to pay them? __________________________________________ 

 

3. What other times did the man hire workers? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In what order were the workers paid? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why did the first workers grumble? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Do you think what they were paid was fair? Why / why not? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why is the kingdom of heaven like this? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. How do you feel if you get a smaller piece of cake than your sister/brother? What if you 

get the bigger piece? Do you still feel the same? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

9. How is the cake example like this story?-

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Can you find a line from a song from the service 

today that is relevant to this passage?  

Write it here: 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

What does it mean? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

How should we respond? 

Amazed at God’s amazing free gift of 

grace!  

Realise we don’t deserve it because of 

anything we have done. 

Show love for others by sharing God’s 

grace with them. 

 


